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between negating the existence of causality behind the
Rulings of Allah and maintaining the existence of Objec-
tives for the Law (Shari’ah)? Indeed, to maintain that the
Law has objectives is another way of maintaining the exist-
ence of causality. For objectives are ends that the Legislator
takes into account in His Rulings; they are motives or
purposes for acting and ruling, if you like. In this connec-
tion - precisely - the paper focuses some light on the possi-
bility of determining the Kalam doctrine of Imam Ash-Shat-
ibi, with regard to the question of causality; and to what
extent it is consistent with his doctrine of the Principles of
Jurisprudence, as regards Objectives.

The paper leaves this question open for future researchers,
who wish to discover the elements of consistency in the
views between the Ash’arite Ash-Shatibi and the Objectiv-
ist Ash-Shatibi, which I confess is a matter that still eludes
me and I find it difficult to reach a definite conclusion about
it at the end of the paper.

It is thus possible to say that one of the two papers derives
from the cause that motivates action or the ‘teleological
cause’ according to the terminology of the philosophers,
whereas the second paper derives from the necessity for
every effect to prove its cause of existence.

I thought it preferable to publish both papers as they are,
without any additions or modifications, so as to open the
way for whosoever is interested in such a line of research to
add or correct whatever was missing or lacking in them.

Ahmad At-Tayyib
Misr El-Gadida
7th of Muharram 1434 AH
19th of January 2012 CE

www.alimamaltayeb.com



question of ‘effective cause’ in itself, in terms of how
evident, real and rooted it is in human nature and conscious-
ness, and that it is the means that guides man to knowing
Allah and acknowledging His existence, His divinity and
His power to create and to dispose of His creation. The
Qur’an itself often relies explicitly upon causality to prove
God’s existence, as in the verse: “Were they created without
an agent or were they themselves the creators thereof”
(35/52). It also relies upon causality implicitly in numerous
verses where the Qur’an draws attention to the universe and
to the great precision, wisdom and integrity of its order,
thereby directing the intelligence - by means of the princi-
ple of causality - to the countless examples of knowledge,
wisdom, order and hierarchy, in both the higher and lower
worlds - which are all effects that call for existentiating and
effective causes. Thus, either our reason can prove the
reality of an All-Wise, Omniscient and Provident Maker, or
our reasoning falls into an infinite series of effects (ma’lu-
lat) that do not ultimately depend on “uncaused Cause”
(‘illa Ia ‘illata laha), and this is the absurd itself. The goal of
this paper is to the show the very crucial importance of the
principle of causality or the law of causality, as a fulcrum
upon which is pivoted the proof of God’s reality and faith in
Him. And this is, moreover, the Principle of principles in
Islam, as well as in all the divinely revealed religions.

In order to achieve its goal, this paper throws some light on
several philosophical problems, such as: the theoretical
basis of the principle of causality as well as its primacy and
its anteriority in human intelligence; the fact that man is
born equipped with it in his innermost depth; the fact that it
is neither a speculative proposition, nor is it arrived at by
inference or reasoning from existing premises, whether
these be rational or pertaining to sensual experience. The
paper also engages the thinkers who reject this principle,
concluding that they must be under a mental or psychologi-
cal delusion. It also shows the organic relationship that
exists between the negation of causality and opening the
way for a philosophy of chance and for atheism. Finally,
how imperative it is to believe in causality, as the very pivot
of human thinking, of human intelligence and of logical
reasoning, for without it the human mind can never move
from the validity of a proof to the validity of what is proven.

skskoskok

As for the paper on “Ash-Shatibi’s Theory on the Objec-
tives of the Law”, it deals with a question that has deeply
marked our intellectual Kalam tradition, giving rise to
profound discussions in the different schools of Kalam.
This is the problem of God’s Actions and Rulings and
whether they are causally justified or they are transcendent
to all causes? Is there a relationship of logical consistency
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In the Name of Allah
the Most Compassionate the Most Merciful

Praise be to Allah the Lord of All Being

Blessings and Peace be upon Our Master Muhammad, the
Messenger of God, upon his Family and his Companions.

Almost fifteen years separate these two papers; the first
paper is entitled: “The Principle of Effective Cause
between Negation and Affirmation”, was published in 1407
AH/1987 CE; the second paper was published as:
“Ash-Shatibi’s Theory of the Objectives of the Law
(Shari’ah) and its Relationship to the Principles of Kalam”
in 1420 AH/ 2001 CE. Yet, despite the long gap that
separates them in time, there is a connection between the
two papers. This connection is their “common subject”,
which justifies joining them together in a single book,
entitled: “Speaking of Effective Causes (‘ilal) and Objec-
tives (maqasid)”. The first of these papers deals with the
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